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ABSTRACT 


The article provides information about the place of the phenomenon of “fatherhood” in public 
life. The article also considers fatherhood as a special status that dominates the formation of a child’s 
personality, its social role and factor influencing the formation of personal qualities brought up in a 
family. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 


Interest in issues of love, marriage, family is great at any age, does not depend on gender and 
political preferences. Who will dispute the statement that “personal life” is an intimate, family, kindred 
life, without which human destiny is unthinkable, and the first lessons of which we acquire precisely in 
the family. The processes taking place today in this most important institution, according to some authors, 
are catastrophic, destructive; others tend to claim that we are contemporaries of family restructuring 
(albeit painful), which in itself is a creative process. 

Today, most researchers of the phenomenon of "paternity", such as: O. G. Kalina and A. B. 

Kholmogorova and others agree that the role of the father is dominant in the formation of the personality 
of the child. At the same time, in domestic science the phenomenon of “fatherhood” has not been 
sufficiently studied in domestic science and is considered as a special status, social role, factor affecting 
the change in the personal qualities of men. 
In the course of the theoretical analysis of various dictionary and encyclopedic publications, we found 
that the term "fatherhood" has a different interpretation. For example, in the dictionary of financial terms 
“Paternity - the fact of the origin of the child from this man; legally certified by the registry office of 
birth. " In a large legal dictionary, paternity is regarded as - the fact of the biological and (or) social origin 
of the child from a particular man. It is certified in the registry office by a birth record. ” 


2. METHODOLOGY 


In a large legal dictionary, “fatherhood” is interpreted as “the fact of the biological and (or) 
social origin of the child from a particular man” 

In special dictionaries, you can find specific meanings of the term "paternity", which are used in 
specific areas of knowledge. In the encyclopedia of sociology, "fatherhood" is understood as the rights 
and obligations of a man in relation to a child arising from blood or legal relationship. 

In the scientific definitions of “paternity,” the criterion of consanguinity dominates. So, the 
researcher of family psychology, Yu.V. Borisenko believes that “paternity” is manifested through the 
personal and semantic sphere of a man, complementing the specific male functions realized in the family. 
In sociological research, “fatherhood” is often seen as a sociocultural phenomenon. Many authors believe 
that the change in the role functions of “fatherhood” depends on the specifics of the functioning of the 
family structure. In detail discuss on this topic in their research "Man in a changing world" I.S. Kon and 
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A.V. Levchenko in their dissertation research “Representations of Men’s Own Paternity and the Factors 
that Determine Them”. 

Foreign studies of "fatherhood" are focused on the analysis of this phenomenon in the 

following main areas: 

1. The behavior of men in the framework of the paternal role; 

2. The specificity of paternity in a divorce situation; 

3. The institution of fatherhood in the context of family policy; 

4. Paternal communities as a factor in the active involvement of men in educational activities; 

5. Analysis of the social, cultural and historical determinants of paternity, etc. 

In the domestic philosophical and sociological sciences over the past decade, a number of studies of the 
influence of the father on the development of the child have been conducted, these studies are reduced to 
the following spectrum: 

e paternity as a conditioning element in the development of a child’s personality; 

¢ fatherhood as a factor in male identity; 

* paternity as a determining component of the child’s mental development. 

In the works of R.V. Ovcharova, the idea of “fatherhood” is investigated, depending on various 
conditions and factors, the issues of men's psychological readiness for “fatherhood” are examined. In the 
studies of Yu.V. Borisenko, the phenomenon of "fatherhood" is described from the standpoint of the 
maturity of the personality of the father, his influence on the development of the personality of men. By 
T.V. Separate aspects of “fatherhood” are subjected to arkhipovy research, namely motivation to become 
a father, psychological readiness for fatherhood, modern stereotypes of this phenomenon. The issues of 
the father’s influence on the child’s intellectual, moral and moral development, his sexual identification, 
self-esteem, volitional sphere, as well as on the sphere of family relations are considered in the works of 
O.G. Kalina, G. B. Shaumarova, R. S. Samarova and others. 

As part of a sociological approach to the study of the phenomenon of “fatherhood,” I.S. Kon in 
his work “Fatherhood as a social institution” analyzes its relationship with other social institutions, as 
well as the process of inclusion of the father’s activity in preserving and transmitting sociocultural 
experience to future generations. In addition to the work of I.S. Kohn, this analysis can be traced in the 
works of several other authors and others. 


3. ANALYSES 


Domestic sociological, pedagogical, psychological studies of the phenomenon of "fatherhood" 
began to develop actively only in the last decade, the author E.A. Chikalova proposes the following 
differentiation of modern domestic studies of the phenomenon of "fatherhood": 

o analysis of foreign studies of paternity; 

o study of the influence of personality factors on the personality of the child; 

oa study of the influence of fatherhood on the development of the personality of the man himself; 
o the study of the role of the father in the structure of self-identity, in the mass consciousness; 

o analysis of the processes of transformation of "fatherhood" in modern social conditions; 

o typology of "fatherhood". 

Modern scientific trends in Russian studies of the phenomenon of "fatherhood" distinguish it in 
an independent direction and cover its practical aspects, etc. Structural models and stages of fatherhood 
formation are examined in detail in the works of a number of authors, revealing the essential 
characteristics of the concepts of "paternal attitude", "productive paternal attitude", their content and 
criteria, etc. In their studies, most scientists agree that the feeling of "fatherhood" arises later than 
"motherhood". This is true not only for biological paternity, but also for social when it comes to the 
manifestation of parental functions in relation to adopted children. I.S. Cohn argued that it was the 
appearance of a child in the family and the building of constructive interpersonal relationships with him 
that increased the level of socialization and self-development of men. But the author also notes that a man 
needs time to comprehend the situation and feel himself in the new role of his father, accept his new 
feelings and learn to control them. This scientist identified four approaches to understanding the essence 
of the phenomenon of “fatherhood” or “fatherhood” as a fact of the child’s origin from a particular man; 

* analysis of the phenomenon of "fatherhood" as a social institution; 
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* “fatherhood” as a component of male identity; 

* the phenomenon of "fatherhood" as a practical activity in the upbringing and care of a child. 

It is the fourth approach highlighted by I.S. Kon that is of current interest for our study, since it 
considers "fatherhood" as an awareness of parenthood, the adoption of a father's role by a man, and a 
feature of child-parent relations. 

The modern crisis of the institution of the family in developed countries affects “paternity” 
rather than “motherhood”, as a number of authors point out in their works. K.N Belogay considers the 
gender aspect of modern birth. As noted in her studies, women relate love, caring, affection, warmth, etc. 
to their priority functions. Fathers consider it their duty to provide knowledge, moral education, 
protection, to form a strong character with them, to teach them to survive in difficult conditions, to build 
your future, make money. 

U.S. Sevastyanova in her study: “Psychological and acmeological factors in the development of 
a productive paternal relationship”, in the structure of the father’s parental activity, identifies the 
following criteria for a productive paternal attitude: parenting and paternity motives, the sequence of 
applied influences, emotional connection, emotional involvement, interaction style, a way to resolve 
problem situations, social control, accessibility, responsibility. Her studies showed that the attitude 
towards himself and the child develops and develops in a man under the influence of two groups of 
factors - personal (internal system of motives for personal relationships) and family (circumstances of the 
child’s joining the family (birth, adoption), the nature of marital relations in the family). 

Yu.V. Borisenko in his work "Fatherhood as a factor in the development of personality" 
identifies four groups of factors that influence the formation of the paternal role in the family: 

1) relationship with the spouse; 

2) the influence of the mother of the child on the formation of a man in the role of father; 

3) environmental factors; 

4) the personality of the child (gender, age, personality characteristics). 

I.V. Pavlov detailed three groups of motives for fatherhood: 

1. Economic motives when the birth or adoption of a child becomes economically beneficial for 
the family as a whole and the father in particular. 

2. Social motives due to the desire to confirm their social status, male fullness and reproductive 
ability. 

3. Psychological motives when men “have” children for self-realization. Such fathers expect 
their children to fulfill their dreams, to solve certain problems. 


4. DISCUSSIONS 


Another typology of paternity motivation proposed by the author T.V. Arkhipova, who identified 
three types of motivation for paternity, each of which includes a number of correlating motives: 

1. Immature motives for the implementation of parenthood, but promising for further 
development: “an unaccountable desire to have a child”, “a suitable age”, “an understanding that children 
strengthen their families”. 

2. Missing motives due to the unplanned appearance of the child, paternity is a necessary 
circumstance and, as a result, lack of motivation to exercise parental functions. 

3. Conscious motives such as “love for children”, “desire to have a child from a loved one”, 
“understanding that the child is the continuer of the family’, which are an end in itself, and not a means of 
satisfying other needs. 


5. CONCLUSIONS 


Thus, a theoretical analysis of the phenomenon of “fatherhood” in foreign and domestic studies has 
shown that at the present stage of studying the institution of the family, the problem of “motherhood” is 
sufficiently developed, studied and presented in the writings of scientists, and the problems of 
“fatherhood” are much less frequently studied in scientific circles and is currently at the stage of 
theoretical understanding. 
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